
Otto White, Trailblazer 

 

 

The UNC Chapel Hill Black Alumni Reunion (BAR) honored Otto White as recipient of the 

Lassiter Lee McKissick Walker Trailblazer Award at its Light on the Hill Scholarship gala on 

Friday, October 26, during Homecoming Weekend. Named for other trailblazers at UNC, the 

award recognizes an alumnus who provided outstanding service to the university and African 

American Students. 

White graduated from J.T. Barber High School in New Bern, N.C. and enrolled at UNC in 1961, 

becoming one of an intentionally minimal number of black students at the University. In such 

circumstances White quickly bonded with the small group of African American Students at 

Carolina and began a lifelong fight for equality. Arrested several times for protesting 

segregation, White was usually bailed out by the NAACP, but after one demonstration on 

Franklin Street he was taken to Hillsborough and spent the night in the Orange County jail. In 

spite of his activism he continued his studies and graduated with a B.S. in chemistry and two 

years later earned the M.S. degree in public health from UNC. 

White remembers fondly that the black cafeteria workers made sure the black students’ plates 

were well attended and also singing bass at Second Baptist Church.  But his fondest memory is 

meeting Gladys Lucille Suggs in Chapel Hill, whom he married. They now have two grown 

children, Tony and Pamela, and one grandchild. 

Good works are still a hallmark for White, as he serves as a Ruling Elder here at Covenant, and 

still sings bass in the senior choir, men’s choir and praise choir. He is a founding member of the 

Invest in Kids mentoring program. White is the Sire Archon of the Chapel Hill chapter of Sigma 

Pi Phi fraternity. With his record of service and breaking barriers, Otto White is a deserving 

alumni of the BAR Trailblazer Award.  


